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How to Use this Booklet 
Please start by going through the introduction section so you are aware of the 
process you need to go through for subject selection and the pathways your 
subjects and potential careers will follow. 
 
Complete the Choosing your Subjects template before you enter your subject 
selections either on-line via the KAMAR Portal on the school website. 
www.upperhutt.school.nz OR on the Course Selection sheets provided.  
 
Helpful Hint: 
On the following contents page click on the blue title and you will be taken 
straight to the relevant subject page in the booklet. 
 
  

http://www.upperhutt.school.nz/


 
 

CONTENTS 

 
CONTENTS 

INTRODUCTION 

CHOOSING YOUR SUBJECTS 

START YOUR PLANNING 

SUBJECT PATHWAYS: YEAR 11 -13 SUBJECTS 

QUALIFICATIONS IN THE SENIOR SCHOOL 

THE NATIONAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT (NCEA) 

USING CREDITS TO GAIN MORE THAN ONE QUALIFICATION 

STUDENT CREDITS RECORDED IN THE RECORD OF LEARNING 

VOCATIONAL PATHWAYS 

CAREERS VOCATIONAL PATHWAYS GLANCE 

UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 

COMMERCE  
  Level 1  Commerce (Business Studies & Economics combined)  (CMM101)   
  Level 2  Commerce (Accounting, Business Studies & Economics combined) (CMM201) 
    Financial Literacy Skills     (FLT201) 
  Level 3   Commerce (Accounting, Business Studies & Economics combined) (CMM301) 
 
DANCE  
  Level 1  Dance       (DAN101) 
  Level 2  Dance        (DAN201) 
  Level 3  Dance       (DAN301) 
DRAMA 
  Level 1   Drama       (DRM101) 
  Level 2  Drama       (DRM201) 
  Level 3  Drama       (DRM301) 
ENGLISH 
  Level 1  English       (ENG101) 
    Visual English      (ENG102) 
    Communication English     (ENG103) 
  Level 2  English       (ENG201) 
    Visual English      (ENG202) 
    Communication English     (ENG203) 
  Level 3  English       (ENG301) 
    Visual English      (ENG302) 
    Communication English     (ENG303) 
ESOL 
  Level 1   English for Academic Purposes    (EAP101) 
 
HEALTH 
  Level 1   Health       (HEA101) 
  Level 2   Health       (HEA201) 
  Level 3   Health       (HEA301) 

 



 
 
LANGUAGES 
Japanese Level 1  Japanese      (JPN101) 
  Level 2  Japanese      (JPN201) 
  Level 3   Japanese      (JPN301) 
Spanish  Level 1  Spanish       (SPA101) 
Maori  
  Level 1  Maori       (MAO101) 
  Level 2  Maori       (MAO201) 
  Level 3  Maori       (MAO301) 
MATHEMATICS 
  Level 1  Mathematics      (MAT101) 
    Internal Mathematics     (MAT102) 
    Mathematics with Unit Standards   (MAT103) 
  Level 2  Mathematics      (MAT201) 
    Internal Mathematics     (MAT202) 
  Level 3  Mathematics with Calculus    (MAT301) 
    Mathematics with Statistics    (MAT302) 
    Mathematics with Statistics    (MAT303) 
MEDIA STUDIES  
  Level 2  Media Studies      (MED201) 
  Level 3  Media Studies      (MED301) 
MUSIC   
  Level 1  Music       (MUS101) 
  Level 2  Music       (MUS201) 
  Level 3  Music       (MUS301) 
PATHWAYS  
  Level 1  Pathways      (PAT101) 
  Level 2  Pathways      (PAT201) 
  Level 3  Pathways      (PAT301) 
Future Pathways Level 2 Future Pathways     (FUT201) 
Gateway Level 2                Gateway      (GTW201) 

Level 3  Gateway      (GTW301) 
Retailing Level 2  Retailing      (RET201) 
  Level 3  Retailing      (RET301) 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
  Level 1  Physical Education     (PED101) 
    Physical Education     (PED102) 
  Level 2  Physcial Education     (PED201) 
    Adventure  Education     (ADV201) 
    Sport & Leadership     (SPL201) 
  Level 3  Physical Education     (PED301) 
    Community Sports Leadership    (CSL301) 
    Adventure  Education     (ADV301) 

Sports Performance     (SPO301) 
SCIENCE  
  Level 1  Science       (SCI101) 
    Science       (SCI102) 
Biology  Level 1  Biology       (BIO101) 
  Level 2  Biology       (BIO201) 
  Level 3  Biology       (BIO301) 
Chemistry Level 2  Chemistry      (CHE201) 
  Level 3  Chemistry      (CHE301) 
Physics  Level 2  Physics       (PHY201) 
  Level 3  Physics       (PHY301) 



 
 
SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Geography Level 1  Geography      (GEO101) 
  Level 2  Geography      (GEO201) 
  Level 3  Geography      (GEO301) 
History  Level 1  History       (HIS101) 
  Level 2  History       (HIS201) 
  Level 3  History       (HIS301) 
Tourism Level 2  Tourism      (TOU201)  
  Level 3  Tourism      (TOU301) 
Classical Studies Level 3  Classical Studies     (CLA301) 
TECHNOLOGY 
Digital Technology 
  Level 1  Digital Technology     (DGT101) 
    Digital Technology      (DGT102) 
  Level 2  Digital Technology     (DGT201) 
  Level 2  Computer Studies     (COM201) 
  Level 3  Digital Technology/Computer Studies   (DGT301)  
Design & Visual Communication  
  Level 1  Design & Visual Communication    (DVC101) 
  Level 2  Design & Visual Communication    (DVC201) 
  Level 3  Design & Visual Communication    (DVC301) 
Food Technology 
  Level 1  Food & Nutrition     (FON101) 
  Level 2   Food & Nutrition     (FON201) 
  Level 3  Food & Nutrition     (FON301) 
Building and Construction 
  Level 1  Building and Construction    (BCO101) 
  Level 2  Building and Construction    (BCO201)  
                             Level 3  Building and Construction    (BCO301) 
Hospitality & Catering 
  Level 1  Hospitality & Catering     (HOC101) 
  Level 2  Hospitality & Catering      (HOC201) 
  Level 3  Hospitality & Catering     (HOC301) 
Mechanical Engineering 
  Level 1  Mechanical Engineering     (MET101) 
  Level 2  Mechanical Engineering     (MET201) 
Textiles  
  Level 1  Textiles       (TET101) 
  Level 2  Textiles       (TET201) 
  Level 3  Textiles       (TET301) 
VISUAL ARTS  
  Level 1   Visual Art      (ART101) 
  Level 2  Visual Art ς Painting & Printmaking   (APA201) 
    Visual Art ς Design      (ADE201) 
  Level 3  Visual Art ς Painting & Printmaking   (APA301) 
    Visual Art ς Design      (ADE301) 
Photography  
  Level 2  Visual Art ς Photography    (PHO201) 
  Level 3  Visual Art ς Photography    (PHO301) 
 
 

 
 



 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

This booklet has been produced to help you select the subjects you will study in the following year. It is very important 
that you select carefully ς your future may depend on it. The further you go in the senior school, the more difficult it 
becomes to change that direction. The very best advice is to keep as broad a range of subjects as possible for as long 
as possible. 
 
Guidelines for Choosing Senior Subjects 

¶ Keep your options open ς choose a spread of courses 

¶ Do something you like, that you are good at and that you are interested in 

¶ Discuss your options with your parents, whanau, teachers, Dean or the Careers Advisor 

¶ To study a particular subject at Year 12 or Year 13 level it is often necessary to have taken it, or a related 
subject, in the previous year 

¶ Think about what you will be studying in the future beyond school and what is required at tertiary 
institutions. Do the subjects meet the university entrance requirements? 

¶ Will you meet the course entry requirements for the subjects you have chosen? 
 

 
 
 
 

Helpful Career Information 
Use the Careers linked to at a Vocational Pathways pages of this booklet to find out detailed information careers and 
the pathways they belong to. Click on the job as it is hyperlinked straight to the Careers New Zealand website. 
Other useful websites include: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

ABILITY 
How good are you at 
a subject? Check 
subject entry 
requirements 

INTEREST 
What do you enjoy? 

OCCUPATION or CAREER 
CHOICE 
What subjects do you 
need for this career? If 
ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 
want to do, keep your 
options open 

SUBJECT 
CHOICE 

Careers 

¶ www.careers.govt.nz 

¶ www.tearaway.co.nz 

¶ www.leavingschool.co.nz 

¶ www.youthguarantee.net.nz/start-your-journey-now/ 

¶ http://www.defencecareers.mil.nz/ 

 

Employment 
 

¶ www.seek.co.nz 

¶ http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs 

¶ nz.jora.com 

Training 
¶ www.skills.org.nz 

¶ www.futureintech.org.nz 

¶ Healthcareers.org.nz 

¶ https://www.competenz.org.nz 

я я ё 

http://www.careers.govt.nz/
http://www.tearaway.co.nz/
http://www.leavingschool.co.nz/
http://www.youthguarantee.net.nz/start-your-journey-now/
http://www.defencecareers.mil.nz/
http://www.seek.co.nz/
http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs
https://nz.jora.com/
http://www.seek.co.nz/
http://www.futureintech.org.nz/
http://www.healthcareers.org.nz/
https://www.competenz.org.nz/


 
 

CHOOSING YOUR SUBJECTS 
 

 

What do I need to do? 
I have  

done this 

V 

Form 
Teacher 
Check 

V 
Follow the steps below to complete your subject choices: 
 

Step 1 Complete the planning sheet on the next page 
 

  

 
 

Step 2 
Ask your subject teachers: 

¶ Do they recommend you continue with the subject? 
¶ Can you meet the pre-requisites or entry requirements 

  

 
 

Step 3 
Discuss your choices with your Parents/Caregivers/Careers Staff/Deans 

¶ What are the costs involved? 
¶ Choose for you not what your friends are doing 

  

 
 

Step 4 
Check: 
Check the Subject Pathways on page 9 do your subjects lead to further choices. 

¶ Can you gain entry to the subject you choose? 

  

 
 

Step 5 
Check: 

¶ Do your subject choices open up or close down possible career choices 
for you? 

  

 
 

Step 6 

Check: 
If you are planning to go to University or a Polytechnic: 

¶ Do you have the right subjects to apply for the course you might like to 
study? Do you have the correct credits to be eligible for U.E 

  

 
 

Step 7 Fill in the grid below to help plan your future course of study. 
 

  

 

Year 11 

English 
(Compulsory) 

Mathematics 
(Compulsory) 

Science 
(Compulsory) 

   

 
Year 12 

English 
(Compulsory) 

     

 
Year 13 

 
 

     

 
 

Step 8 
Fill in all parts of Subject Choice Form online through the KAMAR Portal 
Make sure you get it in on time to ensure you have the best chance of getting the 
course you want to take. 

  

 



 
 

START YOUR PLANNING  
 

 

ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
 

 

ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
 

 

ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
 

My skills: 
My interests outside 

 of school are: 
My achievements: 

What are you good at doing? 

ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
 

 

ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
 

What you are proud of having done? 

ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
 

What is important to me? 
My ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ expectations  

of me are: 
Some possible careers 

 I am interested in: 
 

ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
 

 

ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
 

 

ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
 

 



 
 

SUBJECT PATHWAYS: YEAR 11 ï 13 SUBJECTS 

 YEAR 11 YEAR 12 YEAR 13 

E
N

G
L

IS
H 

ENGLISH 101 or ENGLISH 102  
INTERNAL 
ENGLISH 103 or ESOL 

ENGLISH 201 or ENGLISH 202 
INTERNAL ENGLISH 203 
or ESOL 

ENGLISH 301 
ENGLISH 302 
ENGLISH 303 

L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E

S 

 
JAPANESE 
MAORI 
SPANISH 

 
JAPANESE 
MAORI 

 
JAPANESE 
MAORI 

M
A

T
H

S MATHEMATICS 101 or 
MATHEMATICS 102 or 
MATHEMATICS 103  

MATHEMATICS 201 or 
MATHEMATICS 202   

CALCULUS 301 
STATISTICS 302 
INTERNAL MATHEMATICS 303 

S
C

IE
N

C
E GENERAL SCIENCE 101 or  

INTERNAL SCIENCE 102 or 
 HUMAN BIOLOGY  
 

PHYSICS 
CHEMISTRY 
BIOLOGY 
 

PHYSICS 
CHEMISTRY 
BIOLOGY 
 

S
O

C
IA

L
 S

C
IE

N
C

E
S

 GEOGRAPHY 
HISTORY 

GEOGRAPHY 
HISTORY 
TOURISM 

GEOGRAPHY 
HISTORY 
TOURISM 
CLASSICAL STUDIES 

COMMERCE COMMERCE 
FINANCIAL LITERACY 

COMMERCE 

P
H

Y
S

 ςE
D

 /
 

H
E

A
L

T
H 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION101  
PHYSICAL EDUCATION102 
HEALTH 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION or 
SPORTS LEADERSHIP  
ADVENTURE EDUCATION 
HEALTH 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION or 
SPORTS PERFORMANCE 
COMMUNITY SPORTS LEADERSHIP 
ADVENTURE EDUCATION 
HEALTH 

A
R

T
S 

ART ART ς PAINTING 
ART ς DESIGN  
PHOTOGRAPHY 

ART - PAINTING 
ART - DESIGN 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

DANCE DANCE DANCE 

DRAMA DRAMA DRAMA 

 MEDIA STUDIES MEDIA STUDIES 

MUSIC MUSIC  MUSIC  

T
E

C
H

N
O

L
O

G
Y

 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY 101 
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY 102 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY 201 
COMPUTING 201 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY or 
HOSPITALITY & CATERING 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY or  
HOSPITALITY & CATERING 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY or  
HOSPITALITY & CATERING 

TEXTILES TEXTILES TEXTILES 

DESIGN & VISUAL 
COMMUNICATION (DVC) 

DESIGN & VISUAL 
COMMUNICATION (DVC) 

DESIGN & VISUAL 
COMMUNICATION (DVC) 

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING MECHANICAL ENGINEERING  
 

BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION 

P
A

T
H

W
A

Y
S PATHWAYS FUTURE PATHWAYS 

PATHWAYS 
RETAILING 
GATEWAY 

PATHWAYS  
RETAILING 
GATEWAY 

ITALIC PRINT = COMPULSORY SUBJECTS 
NOTE: STUDENTS CANNOT TAKE MORE THAN TWO PE BASED COURSES IN ONE YEAR 



 
 

QUALIFICATIONS IN THE SENIOR SCHOOL 
 

THE NATIONAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT (NCEA) 
 
a. How Does NCEA Work? 
 
NCEA recognises achievement in a wide range of studies.  It means schools can offer a broader range of subjects and 
students can gain credits from standards developed by industry. 
 
To gain an NCEA certificate students must earn credits, by meeting standards in their chosen subject areas. Some 
standards will be assessed by the external examinations; others will be assessed by internal assessment. 
 
Achievement/Unit standards make clear to teachers, students and parents the standard of work, skills and knowledge 
necessary to achieve. Students earn credit by fulfilling the requirements of the standard.  These standards encourage 
high expectations.  Achievement standards have been designed so that satisfactory work, good work, and truly 
ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ άAŎƘƛŜǾŜŘέΣ άMŜǊƛǘέ ŀƴŘ άEȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜέ ƎǊŀŘŜǎΦ 
Students will be told how well they have performed in each part of each subject with marks for both externally 
examined components and internally assessed work. 
 
b. Requirements for Achieving NCEA 
 
NCEA Level 1 
Students need to gain 80 credits at Level 1 and of those 80 credits, students will need to have gained 10 credits in 
English or Te Reo (literacy) and 10 credits in Mathematics (numeracy). 
 
NCEA Level 2 
Students need to gain 80 credits. Of those 80 credits, 60 must be at Level 2 or above (20 credits from their Level 1 
Certificate to fulfil the requirement for Level 2). Students must also meet the requirements of Level 1 literacy and 
numeracy. 
 
NCEA Level 3 
Students need to gain 80 credits. Of those 80 credits, 60 must be at Level 3 or above (20 credits from their Level 2 
certificate to fulfil the requirement for Level 3).  Students must also meet the requirements of Level 1 literacy and 
numeracy. 
 
Endorsements 
Students may gain Certificates with either a Merit or Excellence endorsement or a course endorsement. 

- Merit: at least 50 Merit or Excellence credits 
- Excellence: at least 50 Excellence credits 

 
Course Endorsement - when a student gains 14 credits or more in one subject (at least 3 credits must be external 
and 3 credits must be internal) they will gain a Merit or Excellence course endorsement.  
Gaining credits at the Merit and Excellence level of achievement is now an advantage when applying for most New 
Zealand universities and some are offering monetary rewards for endorsements. 
 
Scholarship 
Scholarship is externally assessed.  It is designed to extend the very best students and to financially reward very able 
students who are going on to tertiary study.  It is not a qualification.  Students sitting Scholarship will be assessed on 
their ability to think laterally and in the abstract.  The exams cover the same knowledge and skills as NCEA Level 3 
achievement standards, but the standard of performance required is much higher.  
(See www.nzqa.nz/scholarship/index.html) 
 
 
 

http://www.nzqa.nz/scholarship/index.html


 
 

 USING CREDITS TO GAIN MORE THAN ONE QUALIFICATION 
 
b/9! ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ /ǊŜŘƛǘǎ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜ ōǳŎƪŜǘΩ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭ 
the requirements of any one National Certificate but go back into the bucket to fulfil the requirements of any other 
National Certificate. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

STUDENT CREDITS RECORDED IN THE RECORD OF LEARNING 

CREDITS 

NCEA Level 1, 2, 3 University Entrance 

Other NQF 

Qualifications 

National Certificates 

Numeracy and 

Literacy 

Vocational Pathways 

Award 

Credits can be used more than once. 
 
Once gained, credits are recorded on a Student 
Record of Learning. 
 
When recorded on the Record of Learning, 
credits can be used to fulfil the requirements of 
any National Certificate. 
 
For example 
A student may gain NCEA Level 1 ς 80 credit 
total. 
 
AND 
 
This student then gains NCEA Level 2 ς 80 
credits (20 of these credits from Level 1). 
 
AND 
 
Additionally this student gains a National 
Certificate in Hospitality Level 2 using credits 
from NCEA Level 2 
 

You may be able to work on other national 
qualifications as well as NCEA while at school. 
Examples of other National Qualifications: 

¶ National Certificate in Business 
Administration & Computing, Level 1 

¶ National Certificate in Computing,  
Level 1 

¶ National Certificate in Drama, Levels 2 
and 3 

¶ National Certificate in Employment 
Skills, Level 1 

¶ National Certificate in Hospitality  
Level 2 

¶ National Certificate in Tourism & Travel 

¶ NZ Certificate in Food and Beverage 
Service 

¶ NZ Certificate in Retail 

¶ Vocational Pathway Awards 

USING CREDITS NATIONAL CERTIFICATE 



 
 

 VOCATIONAL PATHWAYS 
 

 
 

  

The six Vocational Pathways are designed to improve 

the relevance of learning of students by indicating 

how their learning and achievement is valued by 

broad sectors of the workforce. Each has been colour 

coded for ease of recognition to help students, 

parents, whanau and teachers planning study 

programmes. 

Below is an example of what will be shown for each 

student and how their subjects relate to the six 

Pathways. Student and parents will then be able to 

get an idea of where subjects may lead to and what 

interests the student may have 

 

Visit www.youthguarantee.net.nz to build a 

profile. 

The Profile Builder is the new online tool to 

create a Vocational Profile. Students and 

educators can enter the standards achieved (or 

plan to achieve) using the assessment 

standards, to build an individual profile.  

On www.nzqa.govt.nz students can log on and 

see their own profile made by their results 
gained. 
 

 

 
 

 
Every course offered at Upper Hutt College has some 

standards that are colour coded based on a Vocational 

Pathway. Some courses may have more than one Vocational 

Pathway. Pathways are a way of looking at the courses 

students are taking at school and where they may lead to in 

the future either in training/tertiary or the workforce. 
 

 

 

Vocational Pathways Award 

(this will be gained if you) 
 

¶ Achieve NCEA Level 2  

¶ Meet NCEA Numeracy and Literacy 

requirements (10 Numeracy, 10 

Literacy Level 1 and above credits) 

¶ Gain 60 Level 2 credits from 

recommended standards 

Including 

¶ At least 20 Level 2 credits from sector-

related standards e.g Services 

Industries 

 

 

Check this booklet to see how your subjects can be used to 

gain the Vocational Pathways Award 

 

http://www.youthguarantee.net.nz/



































































































































































































































































