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Kia ora Parents and Caregivers 
 
Welcome to Term 3. 
This is one of the busiest terms of the year, especially for senior students whose 
focus should be well and truly on ensuring they are well-prepared to manage the 
assessments and learning that will be taking place. For those students – junior and 
senior – who would like some extra assistance with their learning, we do run a 
Homework Club every day after school in the Library. All welcome! 
 
Last term the college was pleased to have ERO visit to conduct their external 
evaluation of the school. They are interested in what’s working well, how we have 
performed since their last visit 3 years ago, and what improvements can be made. 
Over 7 school days, they visited classrooms, spoke with the board, staff and 
students and looked at a great number of documents. The visit was very positive 
and we are currently looking at the unconfirmed (draft) report. The final report 
should be completed towards the end of August and I look forward to sharing that 
with our school community.  
 
As the year moves on, we are keen to start the planning for 2019 and this is best 
done when we have a clear idea of how many students we will have. If you, or 
anyone you know, still need to complete the enrolment forms for newly enrolling 
Year 9 students, we would welcome these as soon as possible. Enrolment forms can 
be found here, or contact Kirsten Hicks in the Office for further information. 
 
Finally, winter sports are drawing to a close and a large number of students have 
been involved in a range of sports. Without parents and whanau to coach, manage, 
support and provide transport, very few teams would be able to operate. A huge 
thank you to everyone for their part in supporting their children – on and off the 
field, and ensuring we can offer a broad extra-curricular programme to our 
students. 
 
 
Judith Taylor 
Principal 

Upcoming Events 
Monday 23 July – Start of Term3 
Friday 27 Japanese Immersion Day 
Monday 30 – Friday 3 August 
International Languages Week 
Tuesday 31 July- Wednesday 1 August – 
OED201 Mountain Bike Trip (1) 
Thursday 2 August - World Food Day, 
Senior Parent-Teacher interviews 
Friday 3 - Olympics of the Mind (1) 
Wednesday 2-3 August OED Mountain 
Bike Trip (2) 
Monday 6 - Mental Health Awareness 
Week 
Tuesday 7 - Olympics of the Mind (2) 
Wednesday 8 - Careers Evening 
Thursday 9 - PISA Testing 
Monday 13 - Year 12 Drama Production 
Thursday 16 - Sports & Cultural Photos 
Friday 17 - PED102 Rock Climbing Trip 
Monday 20 - Cancer Awareness Week, 
Stage Art 
Tuesday 21 - Junior Get2Go 
Thursday 23 – Mufti Day 
Monday 27 August – Mid-Term Break, no 
school 
Saturday 1 September – Senior Ball 
Monday 3 – Friday 7 – Winter 
Tournament Week 
Monday 10 – Friday 14 – Senior 
ExamsMonday 24 – Friday 28 – Year 11 
Drama Production 
Friday 28 – End of Term 3 
Monday 15 October – Start of Term 4 
 

http://www.upperhutt.school.nz/enrolment/enrolment-forms
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From the Head Boy & Head Girl 
 

      
 

Tena koutou katoa 
 
We’re Ryan Thomson and Phoebe Turner, the Head Students for 2018. 
 
Two Terms down, two more to go, where has the year gone? It feels like only 
yesterday that we all were getting ready for our first day back at school. Terms One 
and Two have been absolutely incredible with the numerous events and activities 
for everyone to be a part of, both in and outside of the classroom.  
 
We genuinely care about every student, and as Head Students, we have made it a 
priority to ensure that every student feels a sense of belonging, has a chance to 
thrive in our school environment, weather that be arts, sports, culture or academia, 
and feels supported to have the best possible year here at Upper Hutt College. 
 
This year, two key areas that we have focused on are the School Time Capsule and 
a House Points Scoreboard. Students and staff have been bringing in a wide range 
of items for the Time Capsule over the past Term including letters, photos, flash 
drives, and various mementos of school. We hope to have this buried in the ground 
some time very soon, where it will lie until 2062 when it will be raised as part of the 
Upper Hutt College Centennial Anniversary. With the House Points Scoreboard, we 
are hoping to create greater excitement and more participation in the House 
events, with a visual way for students to see where their House ranks in our House 
Competition.  
 
With Term Three slowly underway, we are confident when we say we are definitely 
in for another insane Term! We wish everyone the very best as our fellow students 
keep working towards gaining credits for NCEA or the Junior Certificate of 
Achievement. 
 
Nga mihi nui, 
Ryan Thomson and Phoebe Turner 
 
 

Careers Evening 
Upper Hutt College will be holding a Careers Evening on Wednesday 8 August, from 
6.30pm to 8.40pm. Students will be able to attend seminars delivered by 
presenters from over 20 workplaces and career areas. Information has been given 
to students and emailed home and all students are welcome. Please contact the 
Office for further information.  
 
 

Contacting the College 
Phone 527 8749 
Email  office@upperhutt.school.nz 
Sports sports@upperhutt.school.nz 
Absences 
absences@upperhutt.school.nz 
College website: 
www.upperhutt.school.nz 
Sports website: 
www.sporty.co.nz/upperhutt 
Download the Upper Hutt College App 
- click here or visit the Android or Apple 
App Store.  

 

 

Communications 
Please let us know if you have changed 
your email address or any other aspect 
of your contact details. As a lot of 
information is now emailed home, we 
want to ensure you receive it. 
Please contact the office – 04 527 8749  
or email office@upperhutt.school.nz  
to help us update our records. 
 

 
 
Casual vacancy for an 
elected trustee Upper 
Hutt College  
 
 

 

A casual vacancy has occurred on the 
Board of Trustees of Upper Hutt College 
for an elected parent representative. The 
board has resolved under section 105 of 
the Education Act 1989 to fill the vacancy 
by selection. 
 
If ten percent or more of eligible voters 
on the school roll ask the board, within 
28 days of this notice being published, to 
hold a by-election to fill the vacancy, then 
a by-election will be held. 
 
Any eligible voter who wishes to ask the 
board to hold a by-election should write 
to: 
Amanda Ralston 
Chairperson 
Board of Trustees Upper Hutt College  
board@upperhutt.school.nz 

 

 

mailto:office@upperhutt.school.nz
mailto:sports@upperhutt.school.nz
mailto:absences@upperhutt.school.nz
http://www.upperhutt.school.nz/
http://www.sporty.co.nz/upperhutt
http://upperhuttcollege.apps.school.nz/share/
mailto:office@upperhutt.school.nz
mailto:board@upperhutt.school.nz
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The Future of NCEA 

Tell us what NCEA means for your family and whanau 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCEA Success 
As part of our ongoing focus on improving academic achievement and recognizing individual needs, we will be running an 
initiative known as the Achievement Opportunity Programme (AOP) towards the end of the school year. This will affect when the 
senior students complete their school year – not all students will be going on ‘study leave’ after Senior Prizegiving on Thursday 1 
November. Briefly: 

 Study leave will only be given to those students who have courses of study where the majority of their subjects have 
external assessments – a wide range of tutorials will still be available 

 Students who do not have a large component of external examinations and who have not gained their NCEA will not be 
given study leave. They will continue to attend school and will be on the AOP, where they will have extra time, support 
and guidance to ensure they can complete any outstanding assessments and other work in order to gain sufficient credits 
to gain NCEA. Their leaving date will be determined on the day they gain NCEA and after completing a signing-out 
process. The AOP will run up to the last day of NZQA exams which is Friday 30 November. Students who are part of the 
AOP should NOT arrange any employment or holidays until after this date.  

 
Students will be informed by their Form Teacher in Week 5 of Term 3 whether or not they will be required to be part of the AOP. 
If you would like further information regarding this programme, please contact Janetta Van Maren, Deputy Principal, 
(vanmarenj@upperhutt.school.nz).  

  
Communicating with the college 
The Upper Hutt College App is a great tool we use to give quick and up-to-date notifications about activities at school. It allows 
parents/caregivers to notify absences and with a link to the Kamar portal, parents/caregivers and students can track NCEA 
credits. You can also sign up for alerts for as many sports groups and school events as needed, and then you’ll receive sports 
notifications, cancellation notices and reminders of events at school. Download it for free at your Apple iTunes store or Google 
Apps store or click here for quick access. 
 
 

We all want our tamariki to thrive at school and be prepared for life, 
work and future study.  Help us understand how NCEA can support 
our students on their learning journey. 
 
The future of the National Certificates of Education Achievement 
(NCEA) belongs to all of us.  NCEA was introduced between 2002 
and 2004 and is our major secondary school qualification.  Every 
year around 120,000 students gain an NCEA. 
 
A recent study showed that even though most parents receive 
information about NCEA, nearly half of them feel it’s not the right 
information.  We’ve also heard a range of views from students and 
parents on the current levels of assessment.  Some feel there’s too 
much and others feel there’s not enough.  These are just some of 
the views raised and we know we need to hear from as many 
parents, whānau, and members of the community as we can.  This 
support is key to the ongoing success of our young people. 
Help us understand what we can do better in the future.   

To take part in this conversation, you can share your experience, 
perspectives, and ideas about NCEA, both online and in person. 

Visit www.conversation.education.govt.nz/NCEA 

mailto:vanmarenj@upperhutt.school.nz
http://upperhuttcollege.apps.school.nz/share/
http://www.conversation.education.govt.nz/NCEA
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Matariki Hits the Building 

Year 12 Art student - Brooke O’Styke - was one of 14 fortunate students 
selected from Wellington Secondary schools to participate in artist Michel 
Tuffery’s project, Ngā Whetū o Matariki.  
Students travelled to Te Papa to transform the Level 1 windows into a 
cascading mural, drawing inspiration from both Te Ao Māori and the Pacific. 
Other secondary schools involved include Rudolf Steiner School, Newlands 
College, Kāpiti College, Onslow College, Wellington Girls' College, Samuel 
Marsden Whitby, Scots College, and Rongotai College. The windows will be 
on display Level 1 at Te Papa right throughout Matariki, all the way through 
until early August.  
 

“Going to Te Papa was an amazing experience for me and it 
really opened my eyes to the wider world of art out there. It 
was so cool to see the public stop and take pictures and ask 
us questions about our art. Michel Tuffery taught us about 
colour and tone and what size pens to use, he also said 
about the meaning of the Māori and Pasifika patterns and 
the way the baskets depicted at the bottom of the mural are 
used to hold kai. I also learnt not to colour some of the 
image in but instead use a lot of individual lines to create 
‘colourpop’. This was a two-day experience that I’m very 
happy I put my hand up for as it was very different art 
making to what I normally create.” 
Brooke O’Styke (pictured above with Michel Tuffery) 
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Japanese Language Events 

Japanese language students have been busy over the recent weeks with the NZ Schools Japanese Trivia Champs on June 22nd and 
the Wellington Regional Japanese Speech Competition on June 29th.  
 
Two Year 10 teams entered into the Junior Quiz competition and, although they didn't come out on top, they learnt a lot of new 
fun facts about Japan and had a super 'tanoshii' (enjoyable) evening, meeting and competing with other Japanese students from 
around the Wellington region. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Three talented speakers took up the challenge to enter this years' speech competition, delivering their speeches with poise and 
representing UHC with pride. The Year 10 division was particularly hard fought and although Caeshlyn Murdoch didn't place, her 
speech on a visit to Wellington Zoo was polished and delivered with confidence. In the Year 12 division, Maxin Cabug placed 2nd 
overall with her speech on 'the do's and don'ts of chopstick use' and in the Heritage division, Emily Quilty placed 1st with her 
speech on how participating in the Soran Bushi performance for the Sunwolves v Hurricane's match helped to strengthen her 
sense of identity.  
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9C Trip to Wellington 

On the 19th June 9C gathered under the canopy to wait for the vans to 
arrive. Then we left to go to the National Library.  The traffic was very 
bad and we were an hour late! But we still got to learn lots of things for 
our assessment.  We have been learning about the Treaty of Waitangi 
in Social Studies and 19th century England in English. This trip helped us 
join the two together.  
  
We watched a 3D movie about migration around NZ and learnt how 
the settlers moved.  Then we learnt about the Women’s Suffrage 
Petition.  Kate Shepherd had to get lots of signatures to convince the 
government to let Women vote in elections. She glued all of the 
signatures into a scroll that when rolled out is taller than the Sky 
Tower. We looked to see if our ancestors had signed the scroll – but we 
couldn’t find our families. 
  
Then we went and saw the original copy of the Treaty of Waitangi. It is 
made from sheepskin and has been eaten by rats. It was not very well 
looked after as no one knew how important it was going to be in 100 
years. It is so fragile that it has to be kept in a dark, cold room and in a 
bullet proof case.  Even vibrations can make the ink fall off.  
  
We also went to Te Papa and we learnt how people got to NZ before 
there were aeroplanes.  They came on big sail boats, with small cabins. 
Sometimes three families had to share one small cabin. They didn’t 
have much to do except play cards and chess. Then we learnt what life 
was like in early NZ, especially when people still lived marae-style. Before they had fridges people had to store their food in huts!  
 
When we came back to school we shared all the things we had learnt on our long day.  One person in our class even learnt how to 
order McDonalds for the first time ever.  
 
by Trinity, Trinity, Michaela, Cody and Chris 

 

9OED Rock Climbing trip  
Last term, 24 eager Year 9 Outdoor Education students clambered 
into the school vans to drive down to Hangdog in Lower Hutt to 
have a go at the indoor rock climbing wall. They learnt how to 
belay and climb, and also strengthened bonds within the class. 
Overall the afternoon was a success, with much enjoyment and 
new skills brought back to school.  

Michaela 

Robertson   



UPPER HUTT COLLEGE NEWSLETTER   
 

 

7 
 

Awhina Resource Centre 
 
It has been a year since the very sad passing of Sean Roberts who 
was a young and much loved member of our close family in 
Awhina. 
 
Sean was a popular student at Upper Hutt College who was well 
known in the mainstream by old friends from his primary and 
intermediate days and also those new friends whom he had met in 
the short time he had been with us. 
 
Sean’s happy nature, infectious smile and sense of fun made him a 
joy to be around and his untimely passing was a huge shock for all 
of us who knew and loved Sean.  
Sean’s family had bought an electronic keyboard for Sean’s 
birthday last year as Sean had a real gift for music, and had already taught himself to play the ukulele off Youtube. Sadly, Sean 

never got to celebrate his birthday nor had the opportunity to play his keyboard. 
 
In a wonderfully generous gesture, Sean’s family paid a visit to Awhina to gift Sean’s 
keyboard to the students of Awhina in his loving memory. They are adamant that this 
is what Sean would have wanted. 
 
The staff in Awhina have been truly humbled and touched by the kindness and 
interest which Sean’s parents have continued to show our students. They have 
already had an opportunity to play Sean’s keyboard and the fun and enjoyment  
they shared was a precious reminder of Sean’s happy and loving nature. 
Anne Beckett 

Awhina and Year 13 Hospitality and Catering (HOC) 

The Year 13HOC (Hospitality and Catering) class has 
recently worked with students from the Awhina Unit in 
developing basic cooking skills over three weeks. Both 
groups of students really enjoyed working together.  For 
the Year 13 students, it contributed towards an assessment 
task, and for the Awhina students it backed up the weekly 
cooking lessons that they already do.  It was also a great 
opportunity for social interactions. 

Year 11 Food and Nutrition are looking at Indian Food and 
how it has been adapted within NZ. We took a trip to 
Petone and visited an Indian Grocery and Countdown to 
check out the many foods influenced by Indian culture.  
Lastly we had lunch at an Indian restaurant.  The students 
were invited into the kitchen to watch their naan bread 
being cooked in the Tandoor oven. The vegetarian dahl we 
tried was great. 

 

Ye 
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Upper Hutt College – Heretaunga College 
Exchange 

The Annual Sports Exchange occurred last term, with 9 
games taking place on a glorious winter day at UHC. Games 
were played in great spirit, with a lot of support on the 
sidelines from both schools. As the day progressed, the 
results were even to the last game, where the Upper Hutt 
College 1st XV proved too strong, their win giving UHC the 
overall title again – 5 games to 4. A great day’s sports, we 
look forward to next year. The final results were: 

Girls Football 1-0 HC     Boys Football 5-0 UHC 
Boys Hockey 8-1 HC     Girls Hockey 2-0 UHC 
Boys Basketball 53-38 UHC   Girls Basketball 59-20 HC 
Senior Netball 44-22 HC   1st XV Rugby 38-15 UHC 
Junior Boys Basketball 52-46 UHC  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Sommers Photography, more photos on the Upper Hutt College Sports Facebook Page 
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Careers: Wellington Tertiary Open Day – Friday 31 August 2018 
 
Wellington Tertiary Open Day is for all senior students, parents and whanau to have a look around the campuses, see displays and talk 
to tutors and students.  
  
Victoria University 8am - 3pm 

 Free shuttle bus leaves every 15 minutes from 7.45am to 10am from Rutherford House, near Wellington Railway Station 

 For more information go to www.victoria.ac.nz  
Massey University 9am - 3pm 

 Free shuttle bus every hour from 8.30am to 2.30pm, leaving from the bus stop in front of McDonalds, opposite Wellington 
Railway Station. 

 For more information go to www.massey.ac.nz/opendays  
Weltec -  Wellington Institute of Technology, School of Hospitality Campus 9am – 2pm 

 54 Cuba Street, Wellington 

 For more information go to www.weltec.ac.nz 
NEW:  Whitireia Polytechnic and Weltec introduce: Te Auaha NZ Institute of Creativity Campus, 10.30am – 2.30pm 

 65 Dixon Street Wellington 

 This is a school of Creative Arts including Media and Broadcasting, Writing and Publishing, Performance (Acting Dance, Singing 
and Circus), Music and Sound, Film Production and Photography, Visual Arts and Digital Design, Hair, Beauty and Makeup 
artistry.  

 For more information go to www.teauahua.com  
Toi Whakaari – NZ Drama School, 10am – 4pm 

 11 Hutchinson Road, Newtown, Wellington 

 Tours 10am, 1pm and 3pm. To book a tour email Dan outreach@toiwhakaari.ac.nz 

 For more information go to www.toiwhakaari.ac.nz 
Yoobee School of Design, 10am – 3pm 

 Level 2, West Wing, Wellington Railway Station 

 To book a session email Sarah Wade sarah.wade@acgedu.com 

 For more information go to www.yoobee.ac.nz/wellington  
NZ Fashion Tech, 3 Sessions 10am, 11.30am and 1pm 

 Level 4, Ranchhod Tower, 110 Lambton Quay, Wellington 

 To register email Lisa at lisamccarthy@nzfashiontech.ac.nz or call 0800 800 300 
NZ School of Tourism, 9am – 3pm 

 Eagle Technology House, Level 2 and 3, 135 Victoria Street Wellington 

 For more information go to www.nzschooloftourism.co.nz  
Elite International School of Beauty and Spa Therapies, 9am – 4pm 

 265 Wakefield Street, Wellington,  

 For more information go to info@elite.ac.nz  
NZ Institute of Sport 8.30am – 5pm 

 NZIS Stadium Centre, Westpac Stadium, 105 Waterloo Quay, Wellington 

 For more information go to www.nzis.co.nz  
 

Upper Hutt College is Fundraising with Entertainment! 
 

The Entertainment™ membership gives you access to thousands of up to 50% off and 2-
for-1 offers for Wellington/Manawatu best restaurants, cafés, attractions, theme parks, 
airlines and retail offers. 
To order your Book or Digital Membership online visit:  www.entbook.co.nz/9435e80 
Alternatively, please contact Tanya Greig on: 
Ph:  04 5278749 or Email: GreigT@upperhutt.school.nz 
 
“Every Entertainment™ Membership we sell, $13 contributes to our fundraising.  Please 
tell your family and friends.  Thank you for your support!” 

http://www.victoria.ac.nz/
http://www.massey.ac.nz/opendays
http://www.weltec.ac.nz/
http://www.teauahua.com/
mailto:outreach@toiwhakaari.ac.nz
http://www.toiwhakaari.ac.nz/
mailto:sarah.wade@acgedu.com
http://www.yoobee.ac.nz/wellington
mailto:lisamccarthy@nzfashiontech.ac.nz
http://www.nzschooloftourism.co.nz/
mailto:info@elite.ac.nz
http://www.nzis.co.nz/
http://www.entbook.co.nz/9435e80
mailto:GreigT@upperhutt.school.nz

